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NEW EDITORIAL DEVELOPMENTS 


Development of surgery in the United States has been unprecedented 
for its rapidity, its quality and its scientific character. Few, if any, 
would contest the claim that today American surgery leads all the world. 
In 1920, when the ARCHIVES OF SURGERY was established by the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, there were but two important periodicals in 
the surgical field in this country. The space available was hardly suffi- 
cient for the publication of all contributions of value—seldom was it 
possible to publish articles of more than eight or ten pages. These 
restrictions prevented the publication of many important surgical con- 
tributions, especially in the field of experimental surgery. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that the ARCHIVES OF SURGERY has become in the 
intervening years the leading publication in the field of experimental 
surgery, and that references to articles published in its pages constitute 
a large part of the bibliographies of articles on surgical subjects published 
in foreign periodicals. In every survey of bibliographic references that 
has been made, references to the ARCHIVES indicate that it has been the 
leading source of consultation in the last two decades. 

The highly technical character of much of the material that has 
appeared in the ARCHIVES OF SURGERY has tended to divert attention 
to some extent from the ArcHIVEs to other surgical publications, which 
have stressed more particularly contributions in the field of clinical 
surgery and articles dealing with modifications in surgical technic. The 
unfortunate illness of Dr. Dean Lewis, Editor in Chief of the ARCHIVES 
OF SURGERY since it was established, brought to the attention of the 
Board of Trustees of the American Medical Association some of these 
special problems associated with this publication. 

After much consideration it was determined to expand the Editorial 
Board of the ArcuIves and to modify the nature of the contents of the 
periodical, in order to make it fulfil more completely its original 
purpose. Four additional members have now been added to the Editorial 
Board: Dr. Arthur W. Allen, Boston; Dr. Alfred Blalock, Nashville, 
Tenn. ; Dr. W. E. Dandy, Baltimore, and Dr. L. R. Dragstedt, Chicago. 
Dr. Waltman Walters has been made chairman pro tem., during the 
incapacity of Dr. Lewis. It has been decided to publish papers deal- 
ing with clinical investigation on surgical problems, as well as articles 
which concern developments in the various special fields of general 
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surgery. Collective reviews will be published from time to time, written 
by competent investigators who have devoted themselves particularly to 
special subjects and who will be invited by the editors to develop such 
reviews. The ArcHIves will provide prompt publication each month 
of short preliminary reports of noteworthy surgical advances made by 
its contributors. 

These decisions have been reached after careful consideration of the 
problems in conferences of the Editorial Board and of members of the 
Editorial Board with the Board of Trustees. It is anticipated that the 
surgeons of the United States will welcome the opportunity for more 
prompt publication in the field of surgery and the availability of the 
ARCHIVES as an authoritative medium for the recording of surgical 
advancement. 


